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Spring 2010
This may appear to be an unusually early spring newsletter but we wanted to take this opportunity to answer our recent critics and explain to the whole membership exactly what we are trying to achieve on the course at Stoke Rochford.

Our policy is to provide a traditional British golf course where playing conditions change with the weather, which is regarded as a good challenge to the golfers skill. Apart from when we have snow cover the course is normally open for 365 days a year offering full use of buggies, trollies and main greens as often as possible. The sustainable management programme we use and have used for a number of years is now supported and encouraged by the golf’s governing body the R and A. It allows all year round play and will in time create smoother, truer and faster greens.
The aim is to provide a firm, true, smooth and fast putting surface which offers a good hold to a well struck shot off a tight lie. To achieve these goals it 

is important to have the correct grasses on the green, these grasses must have the ability to withstand all year round wear and tear, have fast recovery, present good year round colour and above all have good drought and disease resistance. 

The species of grass that meet all these criteria are Argrostis (bents) and fescue. As the club requires 365 days of the year playing ability, all this has to be achieved with the least possible disruption.

Over the passed six years we have been gradually encouraging different types of grasses on our greens. We are removing the course weed grass Poa Annua which is an annual thick leaved meadow grass. Poa Annua is shallow rooting, has extremely poor wear resistance and is reliant on large quantities of water, fertiliser, and preventative fungicides. A large percentage of these preventative fungicides are no longer available and have been replaced by excessively expensive replacements. Poa Annua also produces unsightly seed heads which form below the height of the cut and slow down the speed of the green. These die back in the autumn months leaving possible bare patches.

The finer leafed grasses Argrostis and fescue are gradually taking over by using cultural operations namely aeration, top dressing, verti-cutting and brushing. We aerate to relieve compaction, encourage deep rooting and top dress to keep a true surface. Verti-cutting and brushing are mild forms of scarification and they lift up lateral growth to enable a more even mow. We need to develop these grasses as they offer a finer leaf blade that therefore gives less resistance to a golf ball and a quicker speed. They also retain their speed with a higher length cut, reducing green stress and making them more receptive to a well hit shot. These finer grasses start growing at a lower temperature which is important at Stoke Rochford as this allows the greens a speedier recovery after the winter wear.

In the last six years for example our worst greens such as the first and second which were about 90% Poa Annua and 10 % Bents / Fescue have now improved to a 60% Poa Annua and 40% Bents/Fescue. The more exposed better greens such as the 15th                  
and 17th which were about a 50% split are now 30% Poa Annua and 70% per cent Bents / Fescue.

By the implication of these figures it is work in progress and our aim is for an 80% Bents / Fescue and 20% Poa Annua split. An added advantage to this sustainable management plan is a huge financial saving in pesticides and fertilisers. We continue with our annual agronomy visits via the Sports Turf Research Institute, who are an independent body and who also advise on all major championship venues. All the above points and many others are set out in the clubs Course Management Policy Document, this is on display in both locker rooms, the shop and will also be available on the clubs website.
The meadows have just received their spring maintenance to remove any dead matter and to continue the reduction in soil fertility. The violets and the cowslips should soon be starting to show through within these meadows closely followed by the Southern Marsh Orchids predominately round the 7th hole and 8th tee. Through late spring and summer you should now be able to see Red and White Campion, Scabious and Lady’s Bedstraw. The pond on the 7th has had its winter clean to remove excess reeds and is now host to frogs, toads and the common newt with a selection of mayfly and dragonfly. 

There has been a considerable amount of winter work undertaken on the riverbanks, removing overgrown reeds and brash which has given it a more open appearance without altering it’s flow line.

Unfortunately due to the heavy snowfalls during December and January it was decided to delay the alteration of the 12th bunkers, as this would have caused huge disruption to the early season. It is planned to commence this work at the beginning of November. This has allowed the staff to spend more time on tree pruning, re-turfing bare patches and installing plastic pathway reinforcements near the first and third tees.

We would like to thank the membership for their ongoing support of our ‘Divoting Trolley System’ as this saves us a colossal amount of work during the peak periods. We intend to introduce a second bin on the following tee for those industrious one’s who have not emptied their bag on the initial hole. 
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